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T1
First, lets go over the agenda.  We have a lot to cover today and um, (?)—

MS. WOTKYNS
So we can have a copy of it.

T1
--we can put it on overhead b/c um—

SUSAN
(?)

T1
We’re going just uh go over the assignment, make sure we all did the same thing and then um talk about what our instructional focus is so that when we grade them we can um you know make sure that we’re all on the same page.  Um, and then after that review, we’ll go over the rubrics and then score a few papers together and then we’ll trade papers and score them.  Is that okay?

SUSAN
Right.

ON SCREEN:
The assignment

MS. WOTKYNS
Uh, first just going over what the assignment was?

T1
Yeah.

MS. WOTKYNS
Alright.  For the assignment, we read out loud to the class The (?) Triangle.  And we went over the elements of, of thought, character; we pointed out dialogue b/c that was an agreed upon focus was dialogue.  And some of the other, some of the classes also read the story in the reading book, “The Unknown Foresters”, which was an example of writing a story from the reading book.  And then we had the pre-writing.

SUSAN
Is pre-writing up here? (?)

MS. WOTKYNS
And some of use the pre-writing with setting, character, plot, beginning, middle and end.  What was the conclusion?

T1
The next thing that we gave the children was, did you give them the rubric?

MS. WOTKYNS
We gave them the rubric and also the writing a story—

T1
(?) So they filled this out.  Did everybody have their kids do that, right?  And then um—

SCOTT
I had mine do it on a separate piece of paper.

T1
This one is really bad.

MS. WOTKYNS
So we went over the, the students all got a copy of the rubric, and we went over the rubric so that they knew what was expected.

SCOTT
And then they had to judge themselves.

MS. WOTKYNS
Once the paper was (?).   Yeah, once they were written.

T1?
Final drill.

MS. WOTKYNS
They wrote a rough draft and then they did a sharing your writing, writing conference, where they shared their writing with a partner.  They did some self questions and then they also did some partner questions where they commented on things.  What did you like?  Did all the events relate to the problem?  Was there dialogue?  Was the dialogue written correctly?

T1
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
And I require that my students take some notes.  They had to write down what their partner said about it.

T1
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
And then once they had that rough draft along with these notes, they edited the rough draft, worked on it, and then wrote a final draft.

T1
You know I was surprised.  Some of my kids really think they’re doing a lot better than they are. 

SUSAN
(LOL)

T1
With the rubric.  Which we went over and over.

ON SCREEN:
Analyzing student work:


Sample student papers

MS. WOTKYNS
Should we look at some sample student papers?

T1
Yeah.

MS. WOTKYNS
And see where they would fall on that rubric so before we start scoring all of ours, we’ll get a good idea.

T1
Okay.  We’ll read it to ourselves and then um, looking at, comparing maybe the rubric, make a score on it and then we’ll discuss it.  Take a couple of minutes.

(Teachers reviewing student work)

T1
Cute.

MS. WOTKYNS
It’s on the rubric.  Um, we’re looking for clear organization, beginning, middle and end.

T1
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
Demonstrated also by um, mechanics of indenting the paragraph that we’ve worked on and worked on and worked on.  And I think that this paper definitely demonstrates that.  Pretty clear beginning, middle and end.

T1
Details.  Now we’re working on dialogue.

SCOTT
Dialogue.  (?) main focus.

T1
Dialogue is there.

MS. WOTKYNS
The dialogue is there and the dialogue is appropriate.

SUSAN
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
Even all the way down to putting the comma before the speaking begins.

T1
Right.  And, there is a—

MS. WOTKYNS
Very few—

T1
Very few errors.

MS. WOTKYNS
Errors.  There was a, one of the “W” words—

T1
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
Were or where.  

T1
When the cookies were.  He wrote where.

MS. WOTKYNS
He left off an “e” at the end of triangles.

T1
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
But that’s about it.  I mean I would put that with the, I would put that with very few mechanics usage and spelling errors.

T1
Technically.  Well done.  Very few.  Yeah, and spelling was good.

SUSAN
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
I’m pretty confident in giving this a 4.  I mean the only place, maybe could be lacking a little bit of details.

T1
And also, in the conclusion is a little weak.  I mean it’s only like one sentence, right. 

SUSAN
It’s good.

MS. WOTKYNS
I’m pretty—

SCOTT
The conventions are good.

MS. WOTKYNS
The conventions are very good.

SCOTT
(?).

SUSAN
The conventions make it go to a 4.

MS. WOTKYNS
Let’s see if that carries through.

SUSAN
It’s not, it’s more than those other (?).

T1
This is the fist one.  So, at this point we’re saying this should be 4 until we see how—

SUSAN
I would say—

T1
It fits the criteria.

MS. WOTKYNS
It fits the criteria.  Alright, so that one is going to lean towards a 4?

T1
Yeah.

SUSAN
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
Let’s look at another.

SCOTT
Hey, you got a 4!

MS. WOTKYNS
student paper.

SUSAN
I want to read a 4.

(multiple LOL)

MS. WOTKYNS
Well let’s get through these and make sure that we’re in agreement and then we’ll score some of our own.

(Teachers reviewing student work)

MS. WOTKYNS
Alright well if we go back to the rubric.

T1
Alright.

MS. WOTKYNS
Um, does it have a beginning, middle and end?

T1
Not really.

SCOTT
No.

SUSAN
It doesn’t seem to have an ending to me, but—

MS. WOTKYNS
Beginning… the end just kind of, they cheered and said they were good.

T1
Right.  It does follow at least some logic but it’s not—

MS. WOTKYNS
It did start with a problem.  You’re not good at anything.

T1,4
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
But it really doesn’t wrap up the problem.

T1
No.  I’m looking for his graphic (?)

SCOTT
It wasn’t very clear on what they were practicing and he used the wrong ending, grammar.

MS. WOTKYNS
So it’s basically the same thing.

SUSAN
This is one of my ESL students also.  Just for your info.  I don’t know if that makes any difference but probably b/c of some of the grammar.

MS. WOTKYNS
Right.  Um, yeah the grammar.  I mean it’s coming—

SUSAN
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
Pretty simple sentence structure.  Um—

SCOTT
Just triangle and circle and happy.

T1
It’s very basic.

MS. WOTKYNS
Mhm.

SCOTT
Very choppy writing.

T1
And it’s hard to follow.

SUSAN
Yeah it is.  I had to—

T1
Doesn’t, it’s not smooth at all.

MS. WOTKYNS
Yeah, and then um—

SUSAN
I would say 2 plus—

MS. WOTKYNS
First, dialogue is getting correct.  The second dialogue is um, they’ve only, unless we cut it off and we xeroxed it, um—

T1
No.

MS. WOTKYNS
They had beginning quotation marks, no quotation marks at the end.

SUSAN
Yeah, it’s not specific enough either.

MS. WOTKYNS
I would have to put this toward a 2.  It can’t be a 3—

SCOTT
No.

MS. WOTKYNS
I wouldn’t say that this student has achieved enough with this assignment to say you understand story writing and dialogue and we can move on.

SUSAN
It’s almost a 3.  I mean it’s on it’s way to becoming a 3—

MS. WOTKYNS
It’s on its way to becoming a 3 but—

SUSAN
If they had became more specific and—

MS. WOTKYNS
You know—

SUSAN
even a triangle, a circle and a square (?)—

T1
A little higher level.

SUSAN
A shape (?).  Instead of a shape they could—

SCOTT
Yeah, vocabulary is—

MS. WOTKYNS
But you also have to, and yes this student is ESL, so this could easily um—

SCOTT
Have a 3.

SUSAN
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
You know have some, have a 3 as their, as an ESL assignment.

T1
Right.

SUSAN
Mhm.

SCOTT
(?)

MS. WOTKYNS
But um—

SUSAN
Right.

T1
Strictly as (?).

MS. WOTKYNS
And in terms also, in terms of the ninth month of 4th grade.

SUSAN
Yeah.

MS. WOTKYNS
Writing a story, looking at the rubric.  There are many details that are still needed to make it interesting.

SUSAN
I have one.

MS. WOTKYNS
It does compare, contain many errors.

SUSAN
I have really similar to this one.

MS. WOTKYNS
You want to look at two more and then we’ll trade back and forth some of ours and start scoring those?

T1
Yeah.

SUSAN
Yeah.

MS. WOTKYNS
Um, he’s also, I think he was just re-designated out of the um, bilingual program.

SUSAN
Oh.

MS. WOTKYNS
So he’s done now but he is, he was ELL.

SCOTT
(?).

MS. WOTKYNS
See now I’m seeing this as kind of right in between—

SCOTT
2 and a 3.

MS. WOTKYNS
The 2 and a 3.

SUSAN
I see it as a 2 definitely.

MS. WOTKYNS
Definitely got some—

SUSAN
It’s too—

MS. WOTKYNS
Some areas where he needed some details.

SCOTT
Yeah.

SUSAN
Uh huh.

SCOTT
It’s not clear.

SUSAN
It’s not clear at all.

SCOTT
No.

SUSAN
It’s a 2.  It’s ambitious but it’s—

MS. WOTKYNS
Yeah, and he’s still, he’s still a little—

SUSAN
There’s a lot of ideas going on but—

MS. WOTKYNS
He’s lacking sophistication just at the beginning, in the middle.

SUSAN
Right.

SUSAN
The mechanics—

MS. WOTKYNS
Yeah, I’m happy. 

SCOTT
Yeah.

MS. WOTKYNS
I’m very happy with the mechanics because—

SUSAN
The mechanics are better than the writing.

MS. WOTKYNS
You know we’ve been killing ourselves on conventions but now I see the content.

T1
And if we graded this like with a slash where we put the story, you know the communication on top and mechanics, he’d get a 3 on the mechanics.

MS. WOTKYNS
The mechanics, easily.

SUSAN
Right.  The mechanics would be higher.

T1
But, (?).

MS. WOTKYNS
But yeah, he’s just a little, it jumps around and he leaves off, he’s left out a couple of words.

SUSAN
Yeah that’s a definitely a 2.

SCOTT
LOL.

MS. WOTKYNS
It’s a 2, but he’s on his way.

T1
Yeah, true, very good.

MS. WOTKYNS
You know it’s coming along.

SUSAN
Yeah it is.

MS. WOTKYNS
I’m happy that with the conventions that we’ve seen in both of our papers so far b/c that was one of our focuses since the beginning of the year was conventions.

T1
Oh remember the beginning of the year?

MS. WOTKYNS
Capitalizing sentences.

T1
Look at (?).  These are so much better.

MS. WOTKYNS
You know, capitalizing names.

ON SREEN:
Trading and scoring papers

MS. WOTKYNS
Well why don’t we um, should we trade a couple?

T1
Yeah let’s do that.

MS. WOTKYNS
The two of you can trade, we’ll trade a couple, go over a couple and.

SUSAN
This one’s good.

T1
I’ll try to give you one that’s not a (?).

SCOTT
Okay.  I’m just—

SUSAN
Commaitis.  Many commas.

SCOTT
I know you’re not going to like this.  (LOL)

SUSAN
And why is that?

SCOTT
(LOL) I’m not even going to discuss that right now.

T1
It’s good, but (?).

SUSAN
I think it’s good because—

SCOTT
I think it’s good too, but I think like here (?)—

T1
Oh, you know.  Are you doing Nathan’s?

SCOTT
Like in this area.

SUSAN
Uh, I just—

SCOTT
When she turns into a ball and then going to the beach, you know and she’s starting it off with ands and capitalizing, you know.

T1
(?)

MS. WOTKYNS
Yeah, I think it’s easily a 3 b/c it really does (?)

SCOTT
You know what I’m saying?

SUSAN
I’m actually torn (?) a 4.

SCOTT
I mean  it could poss—yeah.

SUSAN
Really?  I don’t know her.  Is she the one I met?

SCOTT
Her friend has got even mad at one of her friends (?) came up to her and said (?)

MS. WOTKYNS
It’s quite simplistic.  That’s what was keeping (?) one day.  But I keep going back to the rubric (?) 3 plus.

SCOTT
Yeah a 3+ but you don’t have that + to go.  So I say… and then she uses—

SUSAN
I think it’s just characterization.

SCOTT
Yes.

MS. WOTKYNS
I was debating back and forth.

SCOTT
I’m with you on that.

T1
This I, this (?)

SCOTT
and that’s why I took (?) right in the middle.

SUSAN
Immediately.

T1
(?) 4 b/c it’s so elaborate.  (?) clear on.

T1
Did you read this one?

MS. WOTKYNS
No I haven’t read that one yet.  I’m reading another that I thought would be really good b/c this is one of my strongest writers.

SCOTT
B/c I don’t see anything different from that one and the one you just read from mine in a certain sense.

T1
It’s because they’re using so much dialogue, it’s getting a little lost.

SUSAN
(?).

SCOTT
Yeah.

SUSAN
It’s, it’s…

T1
So you’re looking at this.  It has a—

SUSAN
It’s technically correct.  It’s good ideas, but what did you give?

SCOTT
I haven’t given it.  I don’t.

MS. WOTKYNS
Go back to the—

T1
rubric.

MS. WOTKYNS
Go back to the rubric and—

T1
Is it clear?

SCOTT
I know what the rubric says though.

MS. WOTKYNS
actually almost kind of check it off.

SUSAN
It’s very clear but it’s not well developed. 

MS. WOTKYNS
Okay here you want—

SUSAN
I mean there are some major parts missing.  I know what the rubric says.  (LOL)

(Multiple LOL)

SUSAN
I have this memorized.

SCOTT
I know what it says.  I knew.

MS. WOTKYNS
Clear organization.

SUSAN
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
And the details and dialogue, they just sort of come alive—

T1
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
well developed.  Remember those key words we’re going to hit on every time.

SCOTT
Okay.  I guess I’m going to give a… you want to give it a plus.

T1
Yeah.  Definitely.

SCOTT
You definitely want to give this a plus?

T1
What are you giving it?

SCOTT
Well I’m giving it…

ON SCREEN:
Next steps

MS. WOTKYNS
Alright.  Let’s wrap this up and let’s talk about where we are going with first of all, with this assignment and then with future assignments.

T1
Back to your agendas, attached to your agendas I put that little sheet that we do, where we talk about—

MS. WOTKYNS
Do you have your agenda Susan?  The one that looks like this?

SUSAN
Mmm, yeah.  No I don’t have it with me.

T1
Alright, well look on Scott’s.

MS. WOTKYNS
Let’s just look at the squares.

T1
Okay.  So based on, um, we’ll have to really grade these more, but I put them on here so you could do this and bring it the next time.   Based on your class and after reading all through your stories and writing them, we want to plan the next, the next part of the year, I mean the last—

MS. WOTKYNS
The end of the year.

T1
The end of the year here, what we want to really focus on for an instructional need.  Okay?  So based on what you see on your stories, I want you to come back and we’ll talk about what we think individually in our classes and see what jives.

MS. WOTKYNS
And see, we may have similarities.  Like from the beginning of the year, it was—

SCOTT
I think writing conventions.

MS. WOTKYNS
Writing conventions.  And that was a similarity over all.

T1
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
It was paragraphing, sentencing.

SCOTT
It was paragraphing.  That was the basic one.

MS. WOTKYNS
Basic spelling.

SCOTT
That was…

MS. WOTKYNS
So when we looked at that, that was easy to pick out.  When we finish grading these, come back to the next grade level meeting with maybe two or three needs, whatever you think overall your class was lacking.

T1
What’s the weakest area.

SUSAN
Okay.

MS. WOTKYNS
And try to be as specific as you can from this assignment.

SUSAN
Okay.

T1
B/c this is our most recent writing.

SUSAN
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
And then as a group we’ll try to get a little more specific, really try to nail down specifically what do they need work on.  Like one of our specifics that we dealt with was dialogue.  Use of dialogue and dialogue punctuation.  And I think they did a good job with that so far.

SCOTT
I think they did a great job.

SUSAN
The did, they really did.  I thought it made their story come alive.

MS. WOTKYNS
And them um, and then what maybe one or two assignments that we can wrap up with the end of the year instructionwise.

T1
We’re all probably all on the same story.  What story are you on?  I’m starting the new section.

MS. WOTKYNS
I would just be starting the new section in the book.

SUSAN
(?)

T1
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
I’m starting the could it happen section.

T1
Is that where you are?

SCOTT
Well I’m one story behind you guys.

T1
Okay.

MS. WOTKYNS
So you’re just finishing up the uh—

SCOTT
I’m just finishing the—

MS. WOTKYNS
Challenges.  Meet the challenges.

SCOTT
Challenges.  Meet the challenges.

T1
It’s okay.

MS. WOTKYNS
Okay, so when we come for our next grade level meeting, try to have a couple of instructional needs pulled out from your, from your students’ work and then we’ll finally, we’ll pinpoint them down—

T1
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
--get specific, make sure we know exactly what that looks like on paper and then knowing what stories we have left in the reading book.  We’ll look at what the assignments are and we’ll see where we need to plug in—

SUSAN
Okay.

MS. WOTKYNS
--some different lessons or some lessons to focus on.  The little bits of weakness that are left.

SCOTT
You know, I’m really focusing on history though for like, for writing assignments, and I’d really like to stories out of the history book, you know b/c we’re into the history.

T1
Okay.  Well put that on your—

MS. WOTKYNS
Put that on your—

T1
For the student uh—

MS. WOTKYNS
Where it says student product.

SCOTT
Okay.

MS. WOTKYNS
What’s an idea for tying in social studies.

SCOTT
Yeah, well I want them to be the people inside the story.  Them being part of the Gold Rush and them being part of California at one—

T1
Uh huh.  Yeah, that’s okay.

MS. WOTKYNS
So let’s see how we can tie that in.

SCOTT
Okay.

MS. WOTKYNS
So that’s part of the student product box that we’ll focus on in the next meeting.

T1
Right.  Mhm.

ON SCREEN:
Next meeting:


Identifying a need & formulating objectives

MS. WOTKYNS
Problem.  They all came up with a problem: beginning, middle and end, fine and solution.  But there was no place for like three details.  Three things about this character.

SUSAN
Right.

MS. WOTKYNS
Um, three, how did the character feel at the, when the problem was solved?

T1
Mhm.

SUSAN
Mhm.

MS. WOTKYNS
Um, what was the weather like?  Describe the city?  Was it…?  And we ended up when I’d say add more details, the students would make their stories longer—

T1
Longer, right.

MS. WOTKYNS
And we’d get these stories that suddenly became very like, this is great but… huh?

T5
Right.  (?)  convoluted.

T1
But they did start to use the graphic organizer and—

SCOTT
That was a big difference, they worked together.

T5
but there’s nothing to take them to the next step.

SUSAN
Well it’s not just a one step process.  I mean, it would take over a week.

SCOTT
I like the conference draft too?

SUSAN
If you did it like that you’d have to break it down into parts, like five.

T5
Right and if you have that basic thing.

SUSAN
Characters.

T5
Exactly.

SUSAN
And do a whole exploration.

T5
I need something that they can hold on to.

SUSAN
Right, I agree.

T5
I really, really think that that would—

T5
It’s in front of them.  They have a little support.  I think that’s what we’re missing.

MS. WOTKYNS
Maybe if we can come up with something now—

T5
Yeah.

MS. WOTKYNS
And use it—

T5
Use a little bit more, one last assignment.

MS. WOTKYNS
One last assignment before the end of the year.

T5
Then they will look at it.

MS. WOTKYNS
Look at it, modify it, and think about using it next year so let’s refocus on let’s think.  So 1) needs stated would be something like more details, more adjectives, a deeper quality writing as opposed to just more work as opposed to just make the story longer.

T5
Yeah.

MS. WOTKYNS
Make it more convoluted.

T5
Maybe shorter stories.  Or—

MS. WOTKYNS
Quality over quantity.

T1
Yeah.

SUSAN
(?).

T5
So we have four, otherwise we’ll have to split.

MS. WOTKYNS
(?).

T1
We are (?).

SCOTT
When they watch the film they’re going to be all we knew he was going to be like that?

(Multiple LOL)

MS. WOTKYNS
I’ll pick you up again.  Needs stated.  You guys stay kind of focus on that, on the details—

T5
Details, supporting.

MS. WOTKYNS
--the (?) supporting the writing a little more.

T5
Right, right, right.  That’s our main thing.

MS. WOTKYNS
Specifically.  What is this area?  Let’s spell it out as best as we can so we all understand what we’re talking about.

T5
Alright.

MS. WOTKYNS
Don’t go on to what we’re going to do yet.  Just lets just talk about what the students—

T5
State the needs.

MS. WOTKYNS
Stating the needs.

T5
Okay they cannot.

MS. WOTKYNS
Students need to improve—

T5
To support.

MS. WOTKYNS
--and support—

T5
details.

MS. WOTKYNS
Details.  They’re use of adjectives.

T5
And adverb that counts.

MS. WOTKYNS
Yeah adjectives and adverbs.

T1
Right.  She needs tutoring for that.

MS. WOTKYNS
Adjectives and adverbs.  Um and they need to, let’s more conventional.

T1
That’s conventional.

MS. WOTKYNS
We’re thinking more here, this is more just the quality of the writing—

ON SCREEN:
Identifying and planning instruction

SUSAN
Define the parameters for them without talking about to death to them.

T1
Right.

SUSAN
Yeah, see the talk, it’d be fine, but (?) what they’re going to be doing.

MS. WOTKYNS
So what (?).

T1
(?)

SUSAN
(?)

SUSAN
Or you could do the same kind of stories like when we did the tall tail.  We read different tall tails.  We watched tall tail movies.  And then they wrote their own tall tail and that was really successful.

MS. WOTKYNS
Let’s look at maybe doing a—  in the reading book is a Paul Bunion.

T?
Right.

T
Yeah.

SUSAN
So there we don’t have to go kill ourselves looking.  If (?)

T5
Oh that’s good.  Yes, I like that idea.

MS. WOTKYNS
And lets let them and in the graphic organizer it will be something like name character, give three extraordinary or impossible things that the character can do.  And we can do it very specifically.

SUSAN
We have—

T1
HA! HA! HA! HA! HA!  HE! HE! HE! HE! HE!

MS. WOTKYNS
So we don’t need to go check out books.  We can use the Paul Bunion story from our story.  If we want to and I think we can probably easily modify a—

T5
Oh yeah, I was playing (?)

MS. WOTKYNS
graphic organizer to sort of force the students to address the areas, those details, adjectives, (?).

T5
When are we going to (?).  We need to structure this end as far as timewise goes.  B/c we are on such a close—

SCOTT
Good luck.

T5
Good luck, yeah I know.  We can do it.  No, we can do it.  I think.  (?)

SCOTT
Are we doing anything for open house?

MS. WOTKYNS
No.  No, no, no.

SCOTT
Are we going to do it during Amy’s tally assessment?

MS. WOTKYNS
You know when I would be—

SCOTT
So after the 8th.

ON SCREEN:
Delivering instruction


Ms. Wotkyns

MS. WOTKYNS
This is the pre writing process of um, coming up with a student made tall tails with emphasis on details and adding depth to the characters.

S1
Baseball.  Um, what should I name that guy?  I don’t know what to name him.

S2
(?)

MS. WOTKYNS
The last big writing assignment that we had are grade level focused.  We looked at what the students’ strengths and weaknesses were.  And what we determined were was that there conventions had improved a lot.  They’re story telling, beginning, middle and end, paragraphing, actually having a problem and a solution that those had all improved a lot.  But we saw a weakness in terms of adding details.  When we asked the students to add details they just made their stories longer.  Kind of rambled on, added extra to the end and we ended up with long convoluted stories instead of an organized story that had more depth b/c of details.  So we looked ahead in our reading books and we looked at what stories were coming up, and we saw there was a tall tail.  So we decided to incorporate a writing assignment related to tall tails that we could use to focus on the idea of adding details and adding depth to characters and to settings instead of making the stories longer and more complicated.

MS. WOTKYNS
We’re going to make up our own tall tails.  But what we’re going to focus on (?) as we’re making up our tall tails is nice, clear details.  The last writing assignment we did um, the shape story… Good stories.  Very good beginning, middle and ends.  Good punctuation.  Good spelling.  All that was great.  But overall, the whole fourth grade. This class and the other fourth grades, what we saw was when the teachers would say add more details.  What do I always say?

Students:
Details, details, details.

MS. WOTKYNS
But, instead of adding details about your story, you made your story longer.  And some of the stories got longer and longer and longer and I couldn’t tell what was going on.

Students 
LOL.

MS. WOTKYNS
So adding details does not mean to make more things happen in your story.  Adding details means taking your story, looking at the character, using more adjectives.  Explaining more.  So we’re going to write our own tall tail.  You’ll get to make up the character and the setting and the problem, but we’re going to really work on adding details at the beginning, at the pre-writing so I don’t have to come back later and say, ahh!!! They write all about this story but I don’t even know what your character looks like.  I don’t even know how the character acts or what they think or feel.  Those are all details.  So we’re going to work on the writing today, on the pre-writing and really trying to add more details.  But let’s do one together first before you get started.  And I was thinking about this last night and I said, if I’m going to write a tall--  pencils can be quiet.  Thanks.  If I’m going to write a tall tail who can my character be?  My character, I think, was going to be a teacher.  A teacher in a tall tail.  Instead of spending twelve years in school, from, or thirteen years, kindergarten to twelfth grade, what can an exaggerated teacher do?

S1
(?)

MS. WOTKYNS
How many years would it maybe take?

S2
Two.

MS. WOTKYNS
Finish K through 12 in three years.

Students
(LOL)

S3
Cool!

MS. WOTKYNS
While still taking summers off.  While still going to summer camp like a regular kid.  Okay, so there’s one detail about this teacher’s life.  So, I’d like to introduce you to Ms. Jones, the most amazing teacher in the world.  When she was born, from the time she was born she knew she wanted to be a teacher.  She finished Kindergarten through twelfth grade in three years while still going to summer camp every summer.

Students
(LOL)

MS. WOTKYNS
She could, what are some other things teachers have to do a lot of?

Students
Writing.

MS. WOTKYNS
How fast can a teacher read and write?  She could detect finger prints.  So if you say oh I didn’t touch it, she can see if the fingerprints are there or not.  So those are all super human things.  Now those are all details that you want to come up with before you write your stories.  Stephanie do you have one last detail for us?  

Stephanie
Um, yeah, um…

MS. WOTKYNS
You will be inventing your own character.  This was my tall tail character.

Students
Awe.

MS. WOTKYNS
You did help me.  You helped me a lot.  You’re already a tall tail character?

Students
(LOL)

MS. WOTKYNS
Sometimes.  Alright.

Students
(LOL)

MS. WOTKYNS
What have they done in their life?  What special things have they done in their life?  What special things have they done in their life?

S?
(?)

MS. WOTKYNS
Tomorrow we’ll work on setting and we’ll probably begin writing our rough drafts.  Then the students will peer edit and self edit and produce a final draft next week.  All of the fourth grades are working on this project this week.  So once we have a final drafts done, probably the beginning of next week, we will look at them one more time at grade level and we’ll see if our focus on details and on um, going more in depth comes out in the student product.  The process works absolutely fabulous.  I think the students are seeing big improvement.  The teachers are seeing big improvement.  We have improvement in writing in other areas.  Our um, grade level has worked very, very strongly together, very well.  It’s made many of us more organized.  Um, staying on focus a little bit better.   If I need help, I can go to one of the other teachers for help.  And we’re all on, maybe not on the same page but definitely within the same range of pages in our curriculum and that helps in terms of future planning.

(cheering)

ON SCREEN:
Thanks to the Monlux 4th grade team

